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As | mentioned last month the Victorian Government continues, despite strong opposition, to classify feral deer
as a game species affording these pests a form of government protection. In late April ABC TV’s 7.30pm Re-
port showed the apparently unresolvable positions adopted by 2 bodies with different takes on the problem;
i.e. National Parks Association and the Sporting Shooters. The nonsensical argument proffered by the shoot-
ers suggests that deer maintain a balance in biodiversity on forest floors whereas the National Parks group
demonstrated loss of many ground dwelling flora due to canopy loss due to deer damage. One winemaker
said that he had lost over $1 million in production over a decade due to mainly Sambar deer.

In what | consider as exciting news, it seems that a new population of the critically endangered Night Parrot
has been located in Queensland. Dozens of audio recordings have confirmed the existence of this previously
unknown population. The Night Parrot was believed to be extinct for around 70 years until 1979 when the ex-
istence of an isolated population was confirmed. Whilst details of the location remain secret the populations
are 170kms apart. Researchers are confident in the finding as analysis of many hundreds of recordings show
calls of the birds, which as Dr James Watson of the Queensland University said that audio records are proof of
the existence of the species.

Late 2025 we saw much back slapping and high fives when the federal government passed the amendments
to the EPBC Act; what has become apparent is that the Environmental Standards which will define expecta-
tions on all parties have only just been released for public consultation some nearly 6 months on. The Stand-
ards which are by definition Subordinate Legislation can be implemented by the Minister by way of Regulation.
What is even more confusing is that the federal government has to negotiate the arrangements with each
state. | expected the new laws to have been in operation by now under 1 set of rules nationally and that devel-
opment applications would be faster and more efficient, but it remains to be seen when and if this will occur.

As previously advised we will be celebrating our 40" birthday at a 2-course lunch on Sunday 8™ November at
the South Adelaide Football Club. [time to be confirmed] 54 FOOP members will be honoured with service
awards on the day and it will be very much appreciated if you could attend in person. Formal advice will be
provided later so please mark your diaries.

A huge thank you to those who volunteered to staff the National Park gates for the aerial deer control opera-
tion. Operations like these are very expensive to conduct with helicopter hire, professional shooters, safety
monitoring of gates all contributing to cost and they cannot proceed without public safety being put front and
centre. Your help led to 86 deer and 20 other feral animals being removed. Thanks also to NPWSSA and
Green Adelaide staff plus the helicopter crew who contributed to this effort. The following is the total of the 2
week exercise: 454
Southern Hills Aerial - 235 Deer

25 from Cox Scrub CP

10 from Finniss CP

3 from Mt Magnificent CP

17 from Kyeema CP

Remainder from Forestry SA and Private lands.
Mt Bold Aerial- 219 Deer

86 from Onkaparinga River NP

118 from Mt Bold Reservoir

15 from Scott Creek CP

Graham Thomas

"Feral deer do not need managing... they need extermination." — Victorian land managers.
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by Cohn Cock

Almost all ponds, lakes, and the Onkaparinga River are still very dry. Alarming to see is just how much rubbish is
exposed when the water recedes.. Lots of Waterfowl scrounge the muddy basins in search for food such as worms,
insects, frogs etc. You have to wonder just how safe it is to eat those organisms. Despite excellent organised
cleanups around the Onkaparinga river regions, it doesn’t take long for the rubbish to build up again. Some trash
racks are installed, but that only catches some of the solids. However toxic fluid runoff flows into the river and
surrounds unabated. It's a disgrace what our diminishing wildlife have to sort through just to get a meal. | think
most of us have seen the large, black oil like stream of pollution pouring onto Christies Beach after rain events. With
a rapidly increasing human population maybe the old KESAB program could be kick started again to make more
people aware of the problem litter creates, Education to make more people more aware of the environment has to
be a good thing.

Another all too common a problem for the wildlife is discarded fishing line/hooks, which is plentiful. Many people
have come across some poor bird with fishing line wrapped around it’s leg, wing or beak. When | worked with
Animal Welfare | encountered many such birds, and other animals in this predicament all too often marine mammals
such as Dolphins and Seals. It often doesn’t end well for the ensnared creature, and a slow painfull death may ensue
as they are hard to capture for rehab. Pelicans and Cormorant seem extra prone to fishing line entrapment, and will
often have a go at anything that’s looks edible, a meal on the end of someone’s hooks is tempting.




MICHAEL’S CROSSWORD NUMBER 61
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ACROSS
1. Coat of Arms [1,1,1]
7. Encore or repeat [3]

Aggressive [15]

Depart [5]

Suffering beneath a wrong view [5,10]
Afterword [1,1]

. A grain for breadmaking [3]

. Last month [3]

. A name | call myself [2]

. Self-governing parts of a Country [6]
. An antidepressant [6]

. Residue from burning coal or wood [3]
. Strange or uneven [3]

. Passenger transport [3]

. Dishevelled [7]

. The one who pledges [7]

. A stunted Saint [2]

. Before midday [1,1]

. Soggy ground [3]

. Country that has 22 across [2]

. Copper [2]

. There is a bee that is blue ??7? [6]

. A safe place for small children [6]

. The month before December [3]

. The top one [5]

. The ‘parson bird’ of NZ [3]

. Between a cabin and an hotel [3,3,9]
. A handful of people in Tel Aviv [5,2,8]
. Pakistan International Airways [1,1,1]
. Cease to breathe [3]
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. Happens at exactly the same time [15]

. Above and in contact with [2]

. Militarily, a consolidation comes next [5,3,7]
. Detective [6]

. Hoarded [7]

. Climb the ladder [4,2]

. Breeding programme creature [4,2,2,3,4]

. At home or indium [2]

. An act that is either hurtful or hurting [15]

. Nuclear Energy Institute [1,1,1]

. A small avocado [3]

. United Parcel Service [1,1,1]

Ancient port in East Sussex, UK [3]

. International Law Reports [1,1,1]

. Exhibition halls, Birmingham, UK [1,1,1]
. Question [3]

. Zona Urbana Rock. A band in L.A. USA [3]
. Modern text-talk for ‘Only the best’ [3]

. Canine [3]

. Memory stick [3]

. A French Madam [3]

. Animal coat, worn by unfeeling folk [3]

. Regret [3]

. Located at a Portuguese beach [2,5]

. Non-verbal assent [3]

. A useless policeman [3,3]

. A small road named after a rocky cliff [4,2]
. Credit Union, Australia [1,1,1]

. The best time for a runner [1,1]

. Electrical Engineering [1,1]

. 1ISO 3166 code for Finland [2]

. Vowels 1 and 3 [1,1]




Safety Report
This month saw no incident reports, which is good news.

Please report any incidents, however minor they may seem, to the Supervisor on the day or myself if | am
present.

With the colder weather setting in we should all be encouraged to wear appropriate layered clothing to en-
sure our body temperatures are at a level that we can comfortably operate at.

Waterproof shoes or boots should be worn to keep moisture away from your feet and a good cosy hat is a
good way to prevent body heat escaping through your head.

If you feel the necessity, do a simple stretch warm up to get the blood flowing.
The ground is generally a bit slippery from rains so be extra careful when walking, particularly on slopes.
Take a hot drink with you for “smoko” to keep those temperatures up during the break.

Your co-ordinator will advise on the morning of activity whether the Working Bee will be cancelled due to
pending wet or other conditions, so check your emails before heading out.

Stay warm & safe
lan Carr

Safety Officer

MICHAEL'’S SOLUTION CROSSWORD 60




Venue: South Adelaide Football
Club, 1 Lovelock Drive,

Noarlunga,

Program.

Noon Pre-lunch drinks and nibbles. A time to socialise.

Group photograph.

12.30 Commence - proceedings will include;

Main course (alternate drop)

Desserts

FOOP over the years, slides of the last 40 years
Birthday cake

Awards for 40, 35, 30, 25, 20 & 10 years of service
Tea/Coffee

Draw Door prize

COOOOOO

3.30 Close
Cost: Members : $35.00 each

Non Members : $70.00 each.

Cost is inclusive of tea & coffee.
Please contact: Andy McKinnon (PH 0427826721) for bookings and payment.....
Also pay at any general meeting.

(We need at least 60 people to make this an enjoyable & viable event)
OR

Book & Pay by EFT

Account Title: Friends of Onkaparinga Park Inc.

BSB Number: 805-007 A/C Number: 00707387 (Credit Union SA)

Reference: Last name, first name, “birthday lunch”.

Send email to mackins63@gmail.com to confirm payment.




COAL AT NOARLUNGA (The Advertiser Tuesday 24 October 1905, page 5)

AN ENCOURAGING OUTLOOK

Last year some men sank a well in search of fresh water near the banks of the Onkaparinga River at Noarlunga, the river
at that township being affected by the tides. They struck a seam of coal, but could find no water, so they filled the hole in-
again. Mr T C Dalwood, a gentleman who has been on the lookout for coal for the last 15 years, and has made a study of
coal indications and formations, heard of the affair, and reopened the ground, and had some samples assayed. The result
encouraged him to put some capital into further exploratory work, and with that end in view has secured four 80-acre sec-
tions, and has been at work on the ground since May last. The assayer's report was so satisfactory that a representative of
"The Advertiser" visited the place on Monday In order to inspect the workings. He was met at the mine by Mr. Dalwood, the
present manager, and Mr. Peter Niven, the late manager of the Leigh Creek coal mine.

The new discovery is on section 80, hundred of Noarlunga, which is property belonging to Messrs Dungey Bros The mine
is inside the town boundaries., and is only 100 yards south west from the Onkaparinga River. The present holders, the
Noarlunga Coal Mining Proprietary, hold their sections under a mining lease of 21 years. A shaft has been sunk 50 ft On
descending this it is seen that the surface is yellow and red sandstone to a depth of 33 ft, where a seam of brown coal is
"struck, which is 14 ft thick. It is very soft and friable coal, its only fault being that it is too brittle to hold together, and unless
made up in briquette form, would break up into small particles with much handling. When it is burned it throws out a great
heat, and it is used extensively by several residents of Noarlunga for domestic purposes.

From the bottom of the shaft a drive 100 ft. in length has been put in, and this exposes two distinct seams of coal. The drive
is into a hill which rises at an angle of about 40 deg, and the coal seams in the drive are dipping into the hill at the gradient
of about 1 in 10. All along the drive the coal seams are clearly defined and of uniform thickness. and near the end it is in
firmer coal. The lower coal seam is about 4 ft in thickness, over this is a seam of brown clay shale, then follows a thin band
of flucan, well defined. Next comes a layer of pure black shale, about a foot thick, immediately underneath the upper seam
of coal There are two minor drives each about 20 ft in length off the main drive, one to the west and the other, little south of
east, and the formation in these is similar to that in the main drive.

The prospectors consider that they have opened up the mine sufficiently to prove its value, and intend to float it into a com-
pany shortly in order to obtain sufficient capital to develop it. It is proposed to put a larger bore down to penetrate the fire-
clay and it is hoped discover more coal underneath. Should the boring operations prove successful, the mine should be a
big factor in the industrial progress of the State. It is in an exceptionally advantageous position, as a shaft sunk at the top of
the hill under which the drive has been taken, there will be downhill carriage for the coal to the port of Noarlunga, three miles
distant. Another advantage is that there is no water in the mine. It is quite dry, so far as it has been tested. Even in the event
of a deeper seam being discovered the mine should be a very valuable property from a briquette point of view. Briquettes
could be manufactured on the spot and put on the Adelaide market at less cost than the imported steam coal. There are
about 200 tons of the coal now at grass, and the prospectors consider they have enough in sight to keep them going for
many years.

Mr Dalwood and four men have been employed on the spot for about five months but operations have new been sus-
pended pending flotation. The shaft and drives are securely timbered, and the workings are equal to anything in the State.

Brown Coal Mine (State Library of SA B55417/98) Brown Coal Dump (State Library of SA B55417/119)




FOOP Subscriptions Form

Subscriptions are due on the 1% November of each year.

(Financial year 1% November to 31 October)

New members who join after 1% September are covered for the year following.
Please accept my/our new/renewal subscription.

Telephone No.......cccvcviiiiiiiiiiieenen Mob No......ccvieiirieeee,

Email address. .....iviieiiiiiiiiee i reinnn e rnnnnnas

Please indicate if you would like to receive notices by email OYes [0No
Please indicate if you would like to receive newsletter by email OYes ONo
Please indicate if you would still like to receive newsletter by post OYes O No

| am paying (please indicate the one you are paying)
Family Membership 0 $15.00
Single Membership 0 $10.00
Donation 0% (NB., Not tax deductible)
Then detach this form and forward with payment to:
The Treasurer, Mr A McKinnon, 27 Kym Street, Port Noarlunga South 5167

Payment can also be made to the Treasurer at general meetings held the first Tuesday of the month.
(except January) Payment also by electronic transfer, details below.

EFT Details:

Account Title: Friends of Onkaparinga Park Inc.

BSB Number: 805-007A/C Number: 00707387 (Credit Union SA)
Reference: Last name, first name, “subs”.

Send email to mackins63@gmail.com to confirm payment.

If you are a new member please forward contact details as above.

Andy McKinnon
Treasurer
Friends of Onkaparinga Park Inc.

If you are already a member and have a friend who may be interested you could pass this on.
Subs for the new financial year 2025/26 are now due. Payment methods above.
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JUNE 2026 FOOP WORKING B PROGRAM.

Note Working B’s in the park will be cancelled when there is a Total Fire ban in the MT Lofty Region
All Working B’s start at 9:00 am & finish at 11.30am unless otherwise stated.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes Thursday Friday Saturday
day
1 2 3 4 5 6
Gate 9 Punchbow! CP WB Location Graham No working bee
Piggott Range Road 0417802112
Graham 0417802112 vk5gct@adam.com.au
vk5gct@adam.com.au
General Meeting
7.30pm
Old Noarlunga Hall
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Public |Gate 12 Beehives WB Location Graham Gate 16
Holiday | River Road 0417802112 Hardy’s Scrub
Graham 0417802112 vk5gct@adam.com.au Chapel Hill Road
vk5gct@adam.com.au Jo 0429676433
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Gate 12 Beehives WB Location Graham No working bee
River Road 0417802112
Graham 0417802112 vk5gct@adam.com.au
vk5gct@adam.com.au
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Gate 12 Beehives WB Location Graham Gate 16
River Road 0417802112 Hardy’s Scrub
Graham 0417802112 vk5gct@adam.com.au Chapel Hill Road
vk5gct@adam.com.au Jo 0429676433
28 29 30 1 2 3 4
Gate 7A The Knoll WB Location Graham No working bee
Piggott Range Road 0417802112
Graham 0417802112 vk5gct@adam.com.au
vk5qgct@adam.com.au
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Gate 7A The Knoll WB Location Graham Gate 13
Piggott Range Road 0417802112 Hardy’'s Scrub

Graham 0417802112
vk5gct@adam.com.au

No General Meeting

vkbgct@adam.com.au

Whitings Road
Jo 0429676433
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