ONKAPARINGA PARKWATCH

NEWSLETTER OF THE FRIENDS OF ONKAPARINGA PARK INC.

Note opinions and commentary in this newsletter are not necessarily the general opinion of the
FOOP membership. Any complaints should in the first instance be directed to the author.

We acknowledge this land that we work on is the traditional lands for the Kaurna people and that we respect
their spiritual relationship with their country.

December Vol 38 No 12 2025

N e S EERRT e RO

HAPPY NEW YEAR |

FRIENDS OF ONKAPARINGA PARK INC
PATRON: Dr B HARDY AO

Incorporating The ONKAPARINGA RIVER RP and ONKAPARINGA RIVER NP.
Proudly a member of THE FRIENDS OF PARKS & NATURE INC.,

President: Graham Thomas Vice-President: Michael Whitaker

Secretary: Jo Scheiffers 0429676433 Treasurer: Andrew McKinnon 0427826721
ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:

The Secretary, Friends of Onkaparinga Park Inc secretary@foop.com.au
Newsletter contributions to mackins63@gmail.com

for our community

Katrine Hildyard MP
Member for Reynell



mailto:secretary@foop.com.au
mailto:mackins63@gmail.com

THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE

As the year nears its end It is timely to reflect on achievements in 2025. Firstly | want to place on record the
good work achieved by your elected representatives, your committee. To Andy, Colin, lan, Jo, John, Michael
and Richard a heartfelt thanks for your efforts in keeping FOOP viable, productive and resilient. Something we
should all be proud of as we move towards our 40™ birthday. Groups like ours cannot function effectively with-
out leadership and stewardship and it is the efforts of these people that allow our on-ground efforts to proceed
with method and purpose.

Thanks also to those who provide the wherewithal for our delicious suppers, post meetings. Every attendee
appreciates what you do for us.

As previously reported we were successful in getting a grant to engage an ecologist to provide a science-
based, up-to-date report on the state of vegetation in the National Park, what weed threats we are facing, sug-
gested methods of removing /controlling such threats. Together with recommended species for re-vegetation.
This work is well under way and hopefully will be available by the time you read this. With this as our guide,
FOOP in conjunction with NPWSSA can plan future work programmes confident that what we are planning
has science to back us.

As a pre-cursor to this approach we altered our planting programme in 2025 at the suggestion of our previous
contact ranger Angus. This involved site preparation such as weed control, ensuring we made provision for
water retention by making more effective dams around planting sites. Site selection was guided by Angus and
members of the committee. Tubestock numbers were reduced with the intention of nurturing the plantings
more effectively, in effect Quality v Quantity. I'm pleased to report that so far our methods appear effective.

On the topic of grants we have gained funding of $10,000 for removal of large olives in the precipitous slopes
below the Punchbowl Lookout. This is to be done by specialist contractors working on ropes. We are very
grateful to the McLaren Vale Community Sustainability Company for their ongoing support of FOOP in our
work in preserving and improving the Park. Whilst not yet confirmed we hope to gain a matching sum from
Friends of Parks and Nature Inc. to continue the work plus follow-up control post olive removal. This will in-
volve spot spraying of olive seedlings that will emerge when the mature trees are removed. The Recreation
Park has not been overlooked as we also have grant funding from Green Adelaide for contractors to clear and
plant some specialist plants hoping to see the return of several native butterfly species. This is a programme
planned over three years.

FOOP was nominated in the 2025 City of Onkaparinga Every Generation awards in the Intergenerational Cat-
egory for our work with staff and students from the Old Noarlunga Primary School. Whilst we didn’t win the
award a certificate of recognition was presented. Personally | hope our work with the school continues as it
does have positive results.

To the dedicated volunteers who turn up week after week to do the hard yakka. On-ground work is very often
unglamorous working amongst thorny vegetation and similar removing the ever-present olives and other
woody weeds. Your efforts are appreciated judging by comments | have received from adjoining landholders
and visitors. A huge thank you for all you do, it is truly appreciated.

Finally, Jan and | hope you have a merry Christmas: enjoy the time with those you care for and hope to see
you in 2026.

Graham Thomas

What you leave behind is not what is engraved on stone monuments, but what is woven into the lives of oth-
ers. Pericles




Now for something completely different, the Grey-headed Flying Fox.

It has come to my attention lately the Grey-headed Flying Fox { (Pteropus poliocephalus) is now being
regularly seen in the Onkaparinga region, some very close to my home, which is located just down the hill
from the Onkaparinga Gorge. Flying Foxes are usually seen flying around just after dark as they actively
seek blossoms and fruit, , with Figs being a favourite. Seen lately feeding upon the Nectar filled flowering
Silky Oak trees, and it seems fruit from some local residents gardens as well.

The Flying Fox, also known as a Fruit Bat has not always been a resident of Sth Aust, but back in 2010 a
small colony of them set up home in the Adelaide Parklands adjacent to the Adelaide Zoo. Since then their
numbers have increased greatly, to a population of some 50,000 animals, and now they forage for food
wide afield, over a range of 20klm or more. Why they have come to settle permanently here is a guess, but
possibly as a result of habitat/food loss and possibly climate change factors. They have always been
common in the Eastern States, but not so much the Southern States.

There are also smaller colonies in the southeast near Millicent, Naracoorte and Mount Gambier. Small
populations have also been recorded at Port Augusta and Port Pire. Sightings of grey-headed flying foxes
have also been recorded across the Eyre Peninsula, suggesting they are now travelling further West ?
Despite coming from usually warm tropical regions they seem to survive reasonably well here, however
they often perish in our high Summer heatwave temperatures.

The Flying Fox is totally protected in Australia, and believed to be beneficial for the survival of many native
flora by spreading seeds and Pollen. Flying foxes may carry diseases, including Australian Bat Lyssavirus and the
Hendra virus. WARNING Flying foxes generally pose no human health risks unless a person is bitten or scratched, so
it is very important that you never handle any species of bat, even if injured or dead.....bye 4 now




2025, another busy year for the ‘Weekend Warriors’

Almost every Saturday there has been a war on weeds in the National Park. The only thing that
prevents the warriors from attending are rain, and fire bans. Very little rain during the beginning
of the year and Hardy’s Scrub was as elsewhere extremely dry, with little weed to be found.
Sometimes we did wonder why we were there! However, with the later rains in November
things like boneseed are once again rearing their heads.

As before the focus has been on Hardys Scrub. Every accessible area has been visited at least
once in the year.

As in earlier years we spread our efforts occasionally to other parts of the National Park. Gates
12, 13, 21 and 22 all had some attention with good results. A number of olive trees were again
removed from the Baker Gully track near gate 13 and along the fence adjoining the vineyard at
gate 22.

One disturbing issue is the increasing rubbish being dumped either into Hardys or along Chap-
el Hill Road and Whitings Road. Household rubbish, tyres, bicycles, furniture, and even an old
boat (full of more rubbish) and trailer at gate 21 recently.

From November ’24 to end of November this year, the total number of hours worked was 275.
The average workgroup size was 4, although the group size varies between 2 and 6.

Thanks to Rick, Andy, John as well as Cathy and Josh who are newcomers this year.

Jo Scheiffers 3B MERPY &
Saturday Coordinator

secretary@foop.com.au % W

Safety Report

No incidents have been reported this month. Keep up the good work.

Warmer weather also means an increase in insect activity.

These can give you a bite or sting that may not seem much at the time, but they carry lots of
toxins, which may cause inflammation a few days later. A good reason to report it at the time
and treat the sting appropriately to minimize infection.

Most of us have encountered the good ol inch ant, which has a potent sting that usually flares
up after the event.

The best way to combat these insects is to wear long sleeves and trousers, good shoes and
sock protectors are also a good idea.

I'll take this opportunity to wish you all a safe & happy festive season and look forward
to working with you all in the new year. .

lan Carr — Safety Officer
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ACROSS

1. Only one of these has been a lady in Oz [5,8]
8. Cathedral City in Britain [3]

10. First line of defence in USA (they say) [3]
11. A tree or what is left if you burn it [3]

. An action verb or a bit of a party [2]

14. New, or the main character in The Matrix [3]
. French for ‘artificial intelligence [2]

. Ice dwelling [5]

. A weight on a string, to check verticality [5]
21. Alice in Chains (Rock Band) [3]

. Addressing a male teacher, or a Knight [3]

. An amount used in cooking [13]

. Vegetable that is really a fruit [3]

. lodine Chloride [3]

. A muscle spasm [3]

. Made-up word for a 2™ pour of whisky [2-3]
31. California [2]

. Zirconium [2]

. A small, post-school education [3]

. Anger [3]

. Italian motor race circuit and city [5]

. Heated [3]

. Better than coal, worse than solar [3]

41. Shrub has these, grown for kumquats [7,6]

DOWN

. Doctor specialising in babies [13]

. Climbing plant [3]

. A belief that one’s own tribe is superior [13]
. Hidden in plain sight [13]

. Behaviour that is unacceptable [13]

. An infusion [3]

. Restores a person to health [13]

. A Tree trunk or a record of events [3]

. Without this a smart phone is useless [3]
. Naming tag [5]

. Spread this on troubled water? [3]

. New word for thin [5]

. Vowels 3 and 4 [1,1]

. Sounds like a leg joint [3]

. NE England has a red one [3]

. Holland’s international designation [1,1]
. I think the chicken came first [3]

. The precursor of aids [3]

. You can be anonymous here [1,1]




ANNUAL ELECTIONS

FOR POSITIONS ON FRIENDS OF ONKAPARINGA PARK INC. COMMITTEE

- FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2rd DECEMBER, 2025

Positions to be elected: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer & at least four additional
committee members. Total committee membership shall be no more than ten & all shall be members
of the Association. *Public Officer, Safety Officer & Assistant Secretary are appointed by the
Committee. Retiring committee members are eligible to stand for re-election without nomination. The
Committee may also co-opt up to two further members & may fill casual vacancies.

The following members have offered to stand for the Committee at the AGM. These nominations will
be referred to the meeting for election.

POSITION CURRENT INCUMBENT | NOMINATIONS
1 President Graham Thomas Graham Thomas
2 Vice-President Michael Whitaker Michael Whitaker
3 Secretary Jo Scheiffers Jo Scheiffers
4 Treasurer & Public Officer* | Andy McKinnon Andy McKinnon
Committee
5 John Bekkers John Bekkers
6 Colin Pitman Colin Pitman
7 Richard Spark Richard Spark
8 Ian Carr Ian Carr
9 VACANT wx
10 VACANT x*

** IMPORTANT
Please consider nominating to fill one of the vacancies on the committee at the AGM on the 2nd
December.

Jo Scheiffers

SECRETARY

FRIENDS OF ONKAPARINGA PARK INC.
Mob: 0429676433

MICHAEL’S SOLUTION CROSSWORD 57




The Tuesday Team are hosting an
End of Year BBQ Celebration
For all FOOP members & partners.

Is s
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Where: Market Square, Patapinda Road, Old Noarlunga.

When: Tuesday 9™ December 2025.

Time: From 10.30am (meal served at noon)
BBQ meat supplied.

Bring:
© A sweet and savoury.

© Own Chair and Table.
© Plates & Cutlery.
© Good wine or whatever you drink.

© A pleasant disposition.

Please contact Andy McKinnon by 5™
December (PH: 0427826721) or email
to mackins@tpa.com,au if you intend

coming to assist in catering for the
BBQ.




FOOP Subscriptions Form

Subscriptions are due on the 1% November of each year.

(Financial year 1% November to 31 October)

New members who join after 1% September are covered for the year following.
Please accept my/our new/renewal subscription.

Telephone No.......cccvcviiiiiiiiiiieenen Mob No......ccvieiirieeee,

Email address. .....iviieiiiiiiiiee i reinnn e rnnnnnas

Please indicate if you would like to receive notices by email OYes [0No
Please indicate if you would like to receive newsletter by email OYes ONo
Please indicate if you would still like to receive newsletter by post OYes O No

| am paying (please indicate the one you are paying)
Family Membership 0 $15.00
Single Membership 0 $10.00
Donation 0% (NB., Not tax deductible)
Then detach this form and forward with payment to:
The Treasurer, Mr A McKinnon, 27 Kym Street, Port Noarlunga South 5167

Payment can also be made to the Treasurer at general meetings held the first Tuesday of the month.
(except January) Payment also by electronic transfer, details below.

EFT Details:

Account Title: Friends of Onkaparinga Park Inc.

BSB Number: 805-007A/C Number: 00707387 (Credit Union SA)
Reference: Last name, first name, “subs”.

Send email to mackins63@gmail.com to confirm payment.

If you are a new member please forward contact details as above.

Andy McKinnon
Treasurer
Friends of Onkaparinga Park Inc.

If you are already a member and have a friend who may be interested you could pass this on.
Subs for the new financial year 2025/26 are now due. Payment methods above.



mailto:mackins@tpg.com.au

DECEMBER 2025 FOOP WORKING B PROGRAM.

Note Working B’s in the park will be cancelled when there is a Total Fire ban in the MT Lofty Region
All Working B’s start at 9:00 am & finish at 11.30am unless otherwise stated.

Sunday | Monday Tuesday Wednes- Thursday Friday Saturday
day
1 2 3 4 5 6
Gate 10 Punchbowil WB Location Graham Gate 12
Piggott Range Road 0417802112 Beehives
Graham 0417802112 vk5gct@adam.com.au Piggott Range
vk5gct@adam.com.au Evening Walk 5pm Road
Hallett Cove, Heron Jo 0429676433
Annual General Way Reserve South
Meeting 7.30pm Tony 0405243101
Old Noarlunga Hall
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
End of Year Celebration Thugs Breakfast Gate 12
Old Noarlunga Market 8.30am, FOOP Shed Beehives
Square 10.30am Graham 0417802112 Piggott Range
BBQ Lunch vk5gct@adam.com.au Road
RSVP Andy 0427826721 Evening Walk 5pm Jo 0429676433
Belair NP CC car park
Upper Sturt Road
Edith 8382 1120
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
No Working Bee No Working Bee No Working Bee
Evening Walk 5pm
Ironbarks Picnic Area
Stagecoach Lane, Ac-
cess from Wicks Road
Andy 0427826721
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
No Working Bee Happy Christmas No Working Bee
Day!!
Qv
" :"w’/, ‘
1S
28 29 30 31 2 3
No Working Bee No Working Bee
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

No Working Bee

No General Meeting

No Working Bee

Evening Walk 5pm
Seaford Meadows
Scout Hall, Railway
Road.

Andy 0427826721

No Working Bee
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JANUARY 2026 FOOP WORKING B PROGRAM.

Note Working B’s in the park will be cancelled when there is a Total Fire ban in the MT Lofty Region
All Working B’s start at 9:00 am & finish at 11.30am unless otherwise stated.

Sunday | Monday Tuesday Wednes- Thursday Friday Saturday
day
1 2 3
Happy New Year!! No working bee
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
No Working Bee No working bee No Working Bee
No General Meeting Evening Walk 5pm
Seaford Meadows Scout
Hall, Railway Road.
Andy 0427826721
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Gate 10 Punchbowl WB Location Graham No Working Bee
Piggott Range Road 0417802112
Graham 0417802112 vk5gct@adam.com.au
vk5gct@adam.com.au Evening Walk 5pm
Frank Hilton Reserve
Gulf Parade, Maslin
Beach
Tony 0405243101
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Gate 9 Punchbowl CP WB Location Graham No working bee
Piggott Range Road 0417802112
Graham 0417802112 vk5gct@adam.com.au
vk5gct@adam.com.au Evening Walk 5pm
Kuitpo Forest HQ
Brookmans Road
Edith 8382 1120
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Public |Gate 8 WB Location Graham No Working Bee
Holiday |Piggott Range Road 0417802112
Graham 0417802112 vk5gct@adam.com.au
vk5gct@adam.com.au Evening Walk 5pm
Wetlands Car Park
Brodie Road
Morphett Vale
Andy 0427826721
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Gate 12 Perry’s Bend WB Location Graham Gate 16
River Road 0417802112 Hardy’s Scrub

Graham 0417802112
vk5gct@adam.com.au

General Meeting
7.30pm

Old Noarlunga Hall

vk5gct@adam.com.au
Evening Walk 5pm
Willunga Rose Garden
Aldinga Road, Willunga
Tony 0405243101

Chapel Hill Road
Jo 0429676433
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